PRESS RELEASES FOR ROSH HASHANAH, YOM KIPPUR & SUKKOTH
The JWB Jewish Chaplains Council is happy to pass along the following sample press releases which you can adapt for local publication in your Base Newspapers, Chapel newsletter, etc. composed by Chaplain, Lt Col, Alan Kalinsky, USAFR:

(Deadline: 5 September)

The Jewish New Year period will be ushered in at sundown, Friday, 22 September, and Holy Day observances will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 23 and 24 September, 2006.

According to Jewish tradition, Rosh Hashanah marks the start of a ten-day period of spiritual self-examination and repentance.  This period culminated with the observance of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the Holiest Day of the Jewish Year.

Intensive prayer is the central mood of this Holy Day.  Acknowledgment of  

God's sovereignty over the world, and His rulership over all mankind are the major themes of our prayers on these Holy Days of Obligation.

The special Biblical precept that is most identified with Rosh Hashanah is the sounding of the ram's Horn.  The sound of the Shofar has been regarded from time immemorial as a call to penitence and a reminder of the binding of Isaac. (Genesis 22).  The text describes Abraham's test of faithfulness to God, culminating in the substitution of a ram whose horns were caught in a bush, as a sacrifice in place of Isaac.  Jewish tradition also links the sounding of the Shofar to God's revelation at Mount Sinai and to heralding the long-anticipated Messianic period.

Jewish military members and their dependents may attend services at Temple B'nai Sholem in New Bern or B'nai Israel Synagogue in Wilmington.  For further information contact the Jewish lay leader, 1stLt Rubin, at 252-444-2028 for more information.  Transportation to services and lodging is available for those that need it.

(Deadline: 20 September)

Yom Kippur-The Day of Atonement

The Jewish High Holy Day period will conclude with the solemn observance of Yom Kippur-the Day of Atonement, at sundown Sunday 1 October, through Monday 2 October, one hour after sundown.

The Biblical source for this, the holiest day on the Jewish calendar, is found in the Book of Leviticus, Chapter 23: "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "The tenth day of the seventh month is the Day of Atonement.  It shall be a holy convocation to you, and you shall afflict your souls.  You shall do no work throughout the day-for it is a Day of Atonement."

It is from this source that Judaism teaches us how to observe this special day.  The Biblical commandment-- "to afflict your souls" --is fulfilled by a complete and total fast, and by abstaining from all eating and drinking from sundown on Sunday to sundown on Monday.  The obligation to fast, coupled with 5 religious services in this 24-hour period, help focus and direct all worshippers to address the need to seek forgiveness from God, as well as from our neighbors and friends for sins and transgressions.  The atmosphere at most synagogues encourages and enables those in attendance to come closer to G-d and to re-order their priorities in the New Year.  A memorial service for our dear departed is a salient feature of the day's worship.

The wearing of white garments for women and a special white robe by all men is a time-honored custom-symbolizing purity and forgiveness, as the prophet Isaiah promises: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow."

The conclusion of the Day of Atonement is marked by a single long blast of the Shofar, which signals the joy and elation of all worshippers who know that God has forgiven them for all their misdeeds and shortcomings, and has blessed them with health, happiness, and prosperity in the New Year.

Jewish military members and their dependents may attend services at Temple B'nai Sholem in New Bern or B'nai Israel Synagogue in Wilmington.  For further information contact the Jewish lay leader, 1stLt Rubin, at 252-444-2028 for more information.  Transportation to services and lodging is available for those that need it.

(Deadline: 26 September)




Sukkoth-The Festival of Booths




Shemini Atzereth-The Eighth Day of Assembly




Simchat Torah-The Rejoicing of the Law

Sukkot, usually translated as Tabernacles, or the Festival of Booths, culminates the Fall Holy Day period.  Following Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, with their somber mood of repentance and introspection, five days later this Holy Day festival arrives accompanied by rejoicing and celebration at sundown, Friday, 6 October, 2006.

On this festival the Jewish people are commanded to build a Sukkah, or hut, a simple booth, and make it "home" for the week.  The Sukkah represents the frail and makeshift huts in which our ancestors dwelt during their 40 years in the desert following the Exodus from Egyptian slavery.  It reminds us of the frailty of life and our dependence on God.

The Holy Days of Sukkot also commemorate the Fall harvest, the final gathering of produce before the winter months.  It is the precursor of the American Festival of Thanksgiving, the Biblical model to which the Pilgrims turned when offering thanks for their first harvest in the New World.

Sukkot is called "Zeman Simchataynu-the season of our rejoicing".  Our sages teach two reasons for our joy: one, the in gathering of the fall harvest guaranteeing our sustenance, and two, the inner confidence that we have successfully finished the process of repentance and achieved "at-one-ment" with God through our experience on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

In addition to living in the Sukkah-booth for the entire holiday period, we are instructed to waive the Lulav and Etrog, four agricultural species make up of a palm branch, citron, and myrtle and willow branches.  By waiving them in all directions ceremonially, we acknowledge God as the source of all the bounty provided by nature which we enjoy and for which we give thanks.

The eighth day of festivities, called Shemini Atzereth is characterized by a memorial service.  The ninth and final day is called Simchat Torah--"The Rejoicing of the Law" and marks the joyous outpouring of fervor at completing the cycle of public readings of the Torah, and beginning the cycle of readings anew with the Book of Genesis.

The Holy Day period of Sukkot, Sh'mini Atzereth, and Simchat Torah commences at sundown, Friday 6 October, and concludes one hour after sundown, Sunday, 15 October.

The first two and last two days are days of religious obligation.

For information regarding worship opportunities during this period, please contact the Jewish lay leader, 1stLt Rubin at 252-444-2028.

