
August  2005


Tishri 5766
To:
Lay Leaders

Reserve Chaplains

Part Time Chaplains
From:
Rabbi David Lapp

Rabbi Nathan M. Landman
Re:
High Holy Days Information – 2005/5766
Enclosed, you will find the following:

1.
High Holy Days schedule and greetings.

2.
High Holy Days sample press releases.

3.
Ordering Jewish Prayerbooks and Scriptures

4.
Lay Leaders questionnaires

5.
You may order literature supplies through your Installation Chaplain's office, using Appropriate Funds (DD for 1155) or Non-Appropriated Funds or electronically using Visa or Master Card (Include expiration date.

6.
2005/5766 JWB calendars will be available by mid-August.



August 2005



Tishri 5766

To:
All Jewish Chaplains


All Jewish Lay Leaders

From:
Rabbi David Lapp

PLANNING FOR ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM KIPPUR 5766


•
Eve of Rosh Hashanah
Monday, 3 October


•
Rosh Hashanah, First Day
Tuesday. 4 October


•
Rosh Hashanah, Second Day
Wednesday, 5 October


•
Shabbat Shuva
Saturday, 8 October


•
Eve of Yom Kippur
Wednesday, 12 October


•
Yom Kippur
Thursday, 13 October

Primarily, the observance of the High Holy Days calls for attendance at religious services.  This is largely the responsibility of the chaplain.  Where no chaplain coverage is available, lay leaders should work closely with the Installation Chaplain to make arrangements for Jewish personnel who desire to attend services in nearby communities or who wish to take leave for home.

Chaplains should take advantage of any support available through local Jewish Community Centers and Jewish Federations, as well as by local Synagogues.

PUBLICIZING THE OBSERVANCES

The following are effective means for publicizing High Holy Days plans:

1.
Installation newsletter

2.
Direct mailing of holiday notices

3.
Announcements in daily bulletins, local newspapers and Armed Forces radio networks

HOME HOSPITALITY

For the High Holy Days, the thoughts of Jewish service personnel normally turn to their homes and their families.  It is important that home hospitality be arranged on as wide a scale as possible for those who cannot return to their home communities.  A listing of Jewish families who will welcome men and women in uniform should be prepared in advance to assist personnel who wish to participate and coordinate with local congregations, the JCC and Jewish Federations.


August 2005


Tishri 5766

To:
All Chaplains


Jewish Lay Leaders

From:
JWB-Jewish Chaplains Council Offices and Staff

5766 New Year Greetings 
We extend to you our heartfelt greetings for the New Year 5766.  It is our prayerful wish that you have a G'mar Hatimah Tovah and that the fullest of life's blessings rest upon you and your dear ones.

The message of this season is primarily renewal.  No challenge is greater than what faces you who so fundamentally must maintain a high level of self-motivation to fulfill your responsibilities to those you serve.

We pray that the Almighty will grant you the health and strength to provide the necessary leadership that your tasks require.

The Jewish Welfare Board Jewish Chaplains Council is keenly aware of the dedication and sacrifice you willing undertake.  Please be assured that we are prepared to support you in whatever way we can.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Philip Silverstein, RA Delegation, Chairman

Rabbi David S. Goldstein, CCAR Delegation

Rabbi Jacob J. Greenberg, RCA Delegation

Rabbi David Lapp, Director

Rabbi Nathan M. Landman, Deputy Director


August 2005


Tishri 5766
TO:
CHAPLAINS AND LAY LEADERS

FROM:
RABBI DAVID LAPP

Please note the following items for your attention:

SEMI ANNUAL REPORTS

We remind you that semi-annual reports are due June 30 and December 31 from Chaplains and Lay Leaders.  You should also put together a 'transmittal kit' with important information for your successor if you are contemplating a PCS move.  Don't forget to inform us of any changes in your address, email, and phone and fax numbers as well.

HIGH HOLY DAY PRAYER BOOKS AVAILABLE

We have a supply of hardback Silverman High Holy Day Prayer books (Conservative) available upon request.  If you are interested, please indicate the quantity requested and to whom they should be shipped and complete mailing address.

SUBMITTING BUDGETARY REQUIREMENTS

Now is the time for your needs for FY2006.  Items that you should discuss with your Chapel Fund Manager include:  (1) Prayer books, the TANAKH (Bibles), in the Defense Logistics Agency inventory, which also MUST be budgeted for. 
 (2) Literature:  Our catalog of pamphlet literature is enclosed.  (Note:  Orders may be submitted electronically using VISA OR MASTERCARD with expiration date and complete shipping address.).  (3) Kosher MREs and Passover MREs 

(4) Solo Seder kits

JEWISH CHAPLAINS COUNCIL ON THE WEB
The JWB Jewish Chaplains Council, as an agency of the Jewish Community Centers Association/NA is found on the web under www.jcca.org.  Click on the website, go to "Departments".  JWB is listed.  Clicking on JWB will open up information on our staff and operation as well as the most recent issue of our publication CHAPLINES.  We are constantly updating this site.


AUGUST 2005

TO:
ALL JEWISH CHAPLAINS


JEWISH MILITARY LAY LEADERS

FROM:
RABBI NATHAN M. LANDMAN

RE:
SAMPLE HOLY DAYS PRESS RELEASES
Attached, you will find sample press releases which you can adapt for publicizing the upcoming High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and the festival of Sukkoth, Shemini Atzereth/Simchat Torah in your local base newspaper, Chapel newspaper, etc.

Periodically, we shall send you items to assist you in your programming and we urge you not to hesitate to ask for the assistance of the Jewish Chaplains Council whenever you have need.

We also urge you to utilize the "Guide for Jewish Lay Leaders" which can be very helpful as well.

The JWB Jewish Chaplains Council is happy to pass along the following sample press releases composed by Chaplain, Lt. Col, Alan Kalinsky, USAFR-Ret. which you can adapt for local publication in your base newspapers, chapel newsletter, etc.

ROSH HASHANAH

(Publish: 15 September)

The Jewish New Year period will be ushered in at sundown. Monday,               

 October. Holy day observances will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday, 4 and 5 October.

According to Jewish tradition, Rosh Hashanah marks the start of a ten-day period of spiritual self-examination and repentance.  This period culminates with the observance of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the holiest day of the Jewish year.

Intensive prayer is the central mood of this Holy Day.  Acknowledgment of  

G-d's sovereignty over the world and His ruler-ship over all mankind are the major themes of our prayers on these Holy Days of Obligation.

The special Biblical precept that is most identified with Rosh Hashanah is the sounding of the ram's Horn.  The sound of the Shofar has been regarded from time immemorial as a call to penitence and a reminder of the binding of Isaac. (Genesis 22).  The text describes Abraham's test of faithfulness to G-d, culminating in the substitution of a ram whose horns were caught in a bush, as a sacrifice in place of Isaac.  Jewish tradition also links the sounding of the Shofar to G-d's revelation at Mount Sinai and to heralding the long-anticipated Messianic period.

Jewish military members and their dependents may attend services at:

For further information contact the Chaplain's office at 


YOM KIPPUR-THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

(Publish 22 September)

The Jewish High Holy Day period will conclude with the solemn observance of Yom Kippur - the Day of Atonement, at sundown Wednesday, 12 October through Thursday 13 October, one hour after sundown.

The Biblical source for this, the holiest day on the Jewish calendar, is found in the Book of Leviticus, Chapter 23:  "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: The tenth day of the seventh month is the Day of Atonement.  It shall be a holy convocation to you, and you shall afflict your souls.  You shall do no work throughout the day --for it is a Day of Atonement."

It is from this source that Judaism teaches us how to observe this special day.  The Biblical commandment--"to afflict your souls" --is fulfilled by a complete and total fast (by abstaining from all eating and drinking) from sundown on Wednesday to sundown on Thurday.  The obligation to fast, coupled with five (5) religious services in this 24-hour period, help focus and direct all worshippers to address the need to seek forgiveness from G-d as well as from our neighbors and friends for sins and transgressions.  The atmosphere at most synagogues encourages and enables those in attendance to come closer to G-d and to reorder their priorities in the New Year.  A memorial service for our dear departed is a salient feature of the day's worship.

The wearing of white garments by women and a special white robe by all men is a time-honored custom-symbolizing purity and forgiveness.   As the prophet Isaiah promises: "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow."

The conclusion of the Day of Atonement is marked by a single long blast of the Shofar, which signals the joy and elation of all worshippers who know that G-d has forgiven them for all their misdeeds and shortcomings, and has blessed them with health, happiness and prosperity in the New Year.

Jewish military members and their dependents may attend services at:

For further information contact the Chaplain's office at 


SUKKOTH-THE FESTIVAL OF BOOTHS

SHEMINI ATZERETH-THE EIGHTH DAY OF ASSEMBLY

SIMCHAT TORAH-THE REJOICING OF THE LAW 

(Publish 6 October)

Sukkot, usually translated as Tabernacles, or the Festival of Booths, culminates the Fall holy day period.  Following Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, with their somber mood of repentance and introspection, five days later this holy day festival arrives accompanied by rejoicing and celebration at sundown, Monday, 17 October.

For this festival the Jewish people are commanded to build a Sukkah or hut, a simple booth, and make it "home" for the week.  The Sukkah represents the frail and makeshift huts in which our ancestors dwelt during their forty years in the desert following the exodus from Egyptian slavery.  It reminds us of the frailty of life and our dependence on G-d.

The holy days of Sukkot also commemorate the Fall harvest, the final gathering of produce before the winter months.  It is the precursor of the American Festival of Thanksgiving, the Biblical model to which the Pilgrims turned when offering thanks for their first harvest in the New World.

Sukkot is called "Zeman Simchataynu"-the season of our rejoicing".  Our sages teach two reasons for our joy: one, the gathering of the Fall harvest guaranteeing our sustenance, and two, the inner confidence that we have successfully finished the process of repentance and achieved "at-one-ment" with G-d through our experience on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
In addition to living in the Sukkah-booth for the entire holiday period, we are instructed to wave the Lulav and Etrog plus four agricultural species make up of  Palm, Citron, Myrtle and Willow branches.  By ceremonially waving them in all directions, we acknowledge G-d as the source of all the bounty provided by nature which we enjoy and for which we give thanks.

The eighth day of festivities, called Shemini Atzereth is characterized by a memorial service.  The ninth and final day is called Simchat Torah--"The Rejoicing of the Law" and marks the joyous outpouring of fervor at completing the cycle of public readings of the Torah, and beginning the cycle of readings anew with the Book of Genesis.

The Holy Day period of Sukkot, Sh'mini Atzereth, and Simchat Torah commences at sundown, Monday, 17 October, and concludes sundown, Wednesday, 26 October.

Jewish military members and their dependents may attend services at:

For further information contact the Chaplain's office at 



August 2005

Dear Jewish Lay Leader,

The JWB Jewish Chaplains Council is conducting its annual review of certified Jewish Lay Leader records in order that we may facilitate our services.

Please complete the enclosed questionnaire and return it to our office no later than  August 31.  If we do not receive a reply from you by that date, we shall presume you are no longer serving as a Jewish Lay Leader at your installation.

If you plan to depart your current assignment within the next six months, please indicate your expected departure date.

Thank you for your prompt cooperation.

Sincerely,

Nathan M. Landman

Deputy Director

2005/5766 JEWISH LAY LEADER QUESTIONNAIRE

Date:


1.
Personnel Information:
a)
Last Name:
Rank:


First Name:
Init.


b)
SS#:


c)
Military Service (Army, Navy, AF. Marines):


d)
Installation:

e)
Mailing Address:

f)
Home Phone: (        )

Military: (       )

g)
E-mail:

Fax:

2.
Please mark the following activities with which you are currently involved, and rate them with a 4 (most involvement), 3 (frequent involvement), 2 (occasional involvement) or a 1 (no involvement/not applicable):

a)
Religious Services:

b)
Patriotic Services:

c)
Newsletter/Bulletin

d)
Religious Education (Adult):

e)
Religious Education (Children):

F)
Counseling:

g)
Civilian Community/JCC Relationship:

h)
Conducting Military Training:

i)
General Military Administrative Duties:

3.
What needs do you have as a Lay Leader that might be served by JWB?   Please be specific,  (use additional sheets if needed).


4.
Do you have any additional comments that would be helpful to the Lay Leader program?

Thanks so much for taking the time and interest in completing this questionnaire. Please return it to the JWB-Jewish Chaplains Council, 15 East 26th Street, New York, NY 10010-1579 in the enclosed envelope.


July, 2005

Dear Chaplain,

The JWB Jewish Chaplains Council is presently updating its records in order that we may facilitate our services to Reservists.

Please compete the enclosed questionnaire and return it to our office not later than August 15.  Please note:  If we do not receive a reply from you by that date, we shall presume you are no longer in the Reserves and adjust our records accordingly.

Your cooperation is deeply appreciated.


Sincerely,


Rabbi David Lapp


Director

JEWISH RESERVE CHAPLAINS

QUESTIONNAIRE 2005

Personal Information:

1.
Name:




(Last, First, Middle Initial)

2.
Military Service (Army, Navy, Air Force):


3.
Military Rank:


4.
Social Security #:


5.
Date of Birth:


6.
Mailing Address:


7.
Email:


8.
Office Phone:

Home Phone:


9.
Affiliation:




(Conservative, Reform, Orthodox, Reconstructionist)

10.
When were you commissioned as a military chaplain?  Year: 


11
Are you retired from the Reserves? 
Yes:

No:


12
Have you resigned from the Reserves before retirement? Yes:

No:


13
Do you belong to a Reserve unit with which you trained? Yes:

No:



If yes, which unit?


14.
Are you an "Individual Mobilization Augmentee"(IMA)?, "Mobilization Designee" (MORBDES)? or similar program?  
Yes:

No:



If yes, at which HQ?


15.
Do you work with a Jewish Military Lay Leader? 
Yes:

No:



If yes, name and address of Lay Leader?


16.
Please mark the following activities with which you are currently involved and rate them with a 4 (most involvement, 3 (frequent involvement), 2 (occasional involvement)or  


1 (no involvement/not applicable):

a.
religious services:


b.
patriotic services:


c.
newsletter/bulletin:


d.
religious education (adult):


e.
religious education (children):


f.
counseling:


g.
civilian community/JCC relationship:


h.
religious services


i.
conducting military training:


j.
enrolled in military non-resident courses:


17.
What needs do you have as a Reserve Chaplain that might be served by JWB?  Please be specific.  Use additional paper if needed.

18.
Do you have any additional comments that would be helpful to the Reserve program?

19.
Are you available for High Holy Day Services?
Yes:

No:


Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  Please return to JWB in the enclosed envelope or fax immediately to Rabbi Lapp:  212-481-4174.

