SHAVUOT SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

Shavuoth, the Feast of Weeks, the second of the Jewish Pilgrim Festivals, will be celebrated by Jews throughout the world from sunset May 22 until May 24. It derives its name from the fact that one counts seven full weeks after the first day of Passover to commemorate the conclusion of the grain harvest in ancient Israel, but it is more famously noted as celebrating the revelation on Mt. Sinai and the giving of the Torah which bound the Jewish people to its Covenant with God.  Featured in the celebration of Shavuoth is the reading of the Ten Commandments on the first day of the festival, and the Scroll of Ruth on the second day.  

It is customary to decorate the synagogue with plants and greenery and to eat dairy food. The Book of Ruth is read because its setting is during the barley and wheat harvests.  In addition, Ruth was a proselyte who chose the Jewish faith and people, and according to tradition was the great grand-mother of King David, who both was born and died on Shavuoth.  Another custom, introduced by the Jewish mystics, was to stay up all night studying excerpts from Biblical and Rabbinic texts.  A memorial service (Yizkor) is held on the  second day of the Festival.

Services will be held at___________________(Chapel)______________

on ___________________________ . For further information 

contact _________(name),___________________telephone number.

(e-mail:________________)

